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Sir Richard Brooke, Bart. Ne cate 
_—_— Born, — 1 .. 
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* ISplain Diſcourſe ach f 
and publiſhed at your 


and the concurrent Requeſt of 5 


BoaRD, 1 18 moſt humbly. inſerib d 
to you by, 

GENTLEMEN, 

3 wertes erbe, 400 I 1561 


** moſt obedient 
And faithful Servant, 


Juoln Mopletoft. 


the charitable Gentlemen of your 
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Ot T Bread _—_ the Waters, 
9 ; K K wa 
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ö * may | juſtly be waits overy vagen 
fluous and unneceſſary Attempt in me 
to diſcourſe on the Duty of a liberal 
3 and extenſive Charity, ſuppoſed to be 
implyed in theſe Words, before a great Part of 
this Audience, who, by what they have done, 
and by what they daily do, have given evident 
Teſtimonies of their already abounding in this 
-- Grace; a Grace not only of high Value im itſelf, 
but that adds Value to every ee Grace; that 
generally procures the Love and Eſteem of Men, 
and always, the Fayour of Almighty God, 


Bur r tho Adnionition upon this Subject may 
not be wn to ſome, yet nen be im- 


: proper 
1 * * 1 
f ) *s + - 


11 


Praftice .of .Cuanart, that Branch, of it more 
particularly, X 
Conſent of theirs i is well 


rted by the fol- 


lowing Verſe ; Give 4 Patin“ to ſeven, and alſo 


to eight ; (a certain Number being named for an 
uncertain) where Alluſſon ĩs made to the antient 

Manner of Feaſts and Entertainments, when 
they uſed to diſtribute Portions to their Gueſts, 


our Bible it is exactly from the Hebrew, C 
thy. Bread upon the "Face of the Waters : And 
the Greek Tranſlation. by the Seventy is literal 


with the Original. — Our old Engliſh Verſion, 


hath it, «pox wet Faces; meaning, upon Faces 
watered with Tears; Give Bread and Relief to 


comfort thoſe, who are ready to weep through 


the Diſtreſs and Miſeries they groan under, of 


whatever kind they are. Some have obſerved 
that by 'Waters is ſometimes in Scripture meant 
Multitudes of People, Nevel. xvii.” 15. and 
therefore underſtand the Preacher to exhort us. 

not to confine our Charity to a Few, but to dil. 
penſe our Good Works and: Alnis-Deedsto Many, 

as many as our Abilities, © conſiſtent with the 
Care we owe to thoſe; whom Nature, Reaſon; 


and Religion eall upon us to give the Preference 
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and ſend to the Poor. — In the Margin of 
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| tho Riſes zie Eremphfd 56 this particular 
Form of Charity now under Conſideration. | 


6 Bui before 1 ſpeak of the Rules qeducible 
from the ſeveral' above Expoſitions of the 
Words, it will be neceſſary to lay the Founda- 
tion, EP ſhew the Obligation that all Chriſtians 
are under to the Performance of _ N of the 


Duty of Charity. n 


"on Tuar diving Alitis to the Poor and Indigent i is 
a requiſite Duty, and not an Arbitrary thing (as 
ſome are ready to plead in vindication of their own 

Neglect of it ) that may be done or omitted at 
our own Will and Pleaſure, can not but be 
| Known to all, who know any thing of our 

. Holy Wen do In the Caution that our Lord 
gave to his Diſciples to take Heed that they did 
not their A/ms before Men to be ſeen of them, 
Matt. vi. 1. Some good Copies read it their 
Righteouſneſs before Men: And a very learned 
Critic doth not ſeruple to ſay, that the Origi- 
nal Word tranſlated by us Ams crept from the 

Margin of ſome Manuſcript inte the Text in 
the room of that Word, which always ſignifies 
| B + Ni 


* See Note upon the Text in Kufer's Edi. "of Wis 
Cr. Teſt. | 
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uu harden thy Heart, nor e thine Hand from 


7 1 commanded Thee, ſaying, Thou ſbalt open thine 


_ whith as ai abs di Wes ſhale: 


: : 


thy Poor Brother, 'v. 7. Bit Thou' ſhalt open 
| thine Hand wide unto him, and Thou halt ſurely” 
end him ſufficient for his Need in that which b 
. wameth, v. 8. pak ſurely groe bim, and 
thine Heart hall not be grieved, when Thou 
giveſt unto him. v. 10. And v. 11. Therefore 


wide unto thy Brother, and 10 thy Toor, 
and to thy Needy in thy Land. — After Moſes 


| God commands his People by the Prophets, 7g 1 


| deal their Bread to the Hungry, and to cover the 

Naked with a Garment, to frengthen the Hand 
of the Poor and Needy, to relieve the Oppreſed, 
and ſo ſhew Mercy. — If we go on to the Goſs" 
pel, which is e ſtiled the Law of Love 
and Charity, we ſhall find That abounding with 
the moſt explicit and earneſt Injunctions to the 
Exerciſe of this Grace; with Powerfol Reaſons 
aligned why they oblige, to a Performance of 
them, and with Encouragements of Obedience to 
them by Promiſes of a Reward of the moſtexalted 
and perfe& kind. Give, and it ſhall be given 
Ion, was an Admonitian of our Lord's in a Diſ- 
courſe to his Diſciples, as recorded by St. Lake 

you vi. N xi. v. 41. LINE f 
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Choice and Liberty whether You will or vin 
not perform it; but that it is. 1 


the plaineſt 
and ſtrongeſt Terms eracted of You, and that 
on the due Execution of it Your futu re Happir 


neſs doth depend. 1 55 AS ad nts: 


* 


Ix then the Law of ou Mybs, the 'Admonitions 
of the Prophets, and the Commands of our 


Saviour carry any Weight and Authority with 


them, the Exerciſe of this Virtue of Charity, is 
a\Duty not to be diſpenſed with,” or neglected: 
Well therefore it deſerves our ſerious Attention 
to the Manner hom we may. moſt acceptably 
fulfil it, 'This, I preſume, the Rules ſuggeſted 
to us in the ſeyeral Conſtructions given of the 
former Part of the Text, which I now return 


to confider and- apply, will help us to do. 


thy Bread apo 2 the Face of the W aters : 
as thine Alms dy and libetally, as void of 
Expectance of Requital from them on whom 
You beſtow them, as the Man is of a Return 


from that Seed, which he ſcatters upon the Waters' 


where it can take no Root, nor reward him with . 


any. P roduce to his own preſent Profit and Ad- 


vantage. From this Expoſition i is eaſy to 
infer, that the Spring, from which our Gifts of 


Me ariſe, ought to be N and clear, f from 
the 
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| ciple-prefides and rules, but break out ſor the- 
Benefit of others, of all ſuch Objects eſpecially 

as ſtand in more immediate Need of it, and we 
are capable of doing Good to. The Good Heart 

will ſanctify the Act, but it is the A@ that muſt 

ervince the Good Heart to be in us of a Truth, 
For if 6 Brother. or Siſter, as St. James argues. 


be naked or deſtitute of daily Food, and one of Tou, 
warmed 


in Peace, ' be you 


| ſay umo him, depart i 


ſays of Faith, if it have no Works, is dead, 


being alone: Dead, no douht, in all thoſe who. f 
are of Ability, but do not manifeſt it by Works; 


but alive in thoſe, who have the N but want 


the Power of exhibiting it. 5 iss 
How conformably with this firſt Conftriftion | 


of the Precept this Exeellent Charity was be- 
gun, and is carried on, I need only in a few 
Words to obſerve. The firſt Benefaction of 
Him, who upon this Occaſion ought to be ſpoke 
of with Reſpe&, was an Act of pure and perfect 


Charity, that could not poſſibly have * et 


ene n enen W 
| 0 Tut 


and filled (Expreſſions of a kind and charitable 
Temper) notwithſlanding ye giue them nat thoſe. 
Things, which are needful to the Body, what doth 
it Profit *. $0 that Charity, as the ſame Apoſtle 
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Ken May the. Great Rewarder of all: his 
| Labour of Love! + I Wet toy ls 


Tun next Ex poſition of the Precept i is, 25 

eee Fus, meaning Faces wa- 
tered with Team, Which Extremity- of Dif- 
treſa, Pain and Anguiſh of diſtempered and 


moſt Manly Courage, and firm Reſolution, e- 
ſpecially where the Circumſtances are too nar- 
row to purchaſe even a Trial for Eaſe and 
| Recovery, Is there any Sorrow) upon Earth 
| like unto this Sorrow? Will not the ſtouteſt 
Heart melt under the feeling of ſuch grie vous 
Afflictions, as muſt make even the Healthy and 
Strong ſhudder at the bare mention of? Theſe 
ble Wretches call loudly for the moſt 
ſpecdy Remedies and Relief that can be had. 
And Praiſed be God for it! We bach 
W them. n 


| As many Inſtances of Recovery fan choſe 
Maladies, that are proper to be admitted into, 
have been ſent out of this Houſe, as could rea - 
ſonably be expected in the ſhort time of its 


having ſubſiſted: And indeed nothing leſs could 


be ** from the Skill and Aſſiduity of the 
SE | ſeyeral 


diſabled Bodies will | forcibly extort from the 
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Sur etch to gius to POR acketh 
ef them. Let us therefore conſider to whom 
This Direction in its full Force and Extent may 
principally relate. And they are certainly the 
Poſſeſſors of large Eſtates and plentiful For- 
tunes, who without taking from the Neceſſa- 
Ties, Convemiences and Comforts of Life; or 
even from the Support of the Rank and Station 
the Providence of God hath placed them in, 
have a large Suj perfluity to " ſpare towards the 
Relief of Multitudes 3 in Want. Of ſuch it may 
well be expected and demanded by Him, to 
whoſe Bounty They owe all that * have, that 
as they have freely received they ſbould freely 
give. Theſe have no Plea to urge from the 
Fear of impairing, their Circumſtances, or im- 
poveriſhing their Families by diffuſive Deeds of 
Charity; ſince out of their | Cha —5 number- 
leſs Objects may be freed from great Diſtreſs, 
and from the ſevere Pains of Cold and Hunger. 


And this one might reaſonably hope to ſee were 
the vaſt Sums cat are ex 55 at Luxurious 


Tables, and upon the vain Pomp of Publick 
Appearance, in idle and often ſinful Diverſions, 
contracted or forbore. Every one of theſe In- 
dulgences are a ſore Enemy to Chatity. How 
deſtructiye then muſt the united Force of them 
. be 
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Be 


21 5 


oy * to be ſo fertile, 
as to invite and encourage other Husbandmen 
to throw a. good Proportion of their on into 
the ſame: Spot, where it is grown up, and 
 ſoocteth- out great e W 
F 5 


Hay not the fil cliaritable Benefaftion to 
this Hoſpital fallen into good Ground, into 
Hands and Hearts well diſpoſed' to Join in the 
Cultivation. and Improvement of it, it could 
never have grown up to ſuch Perfection, as to 
afford Shelter and Comfort to ſo many, who now 
find both under its Shade and Covering.” From 
ſo good a Beginning, and from ſo Extraordinary 
Progreſs in this ſhort Space of Time, reaſonable 
Hopes may be ae de of ſeeing. it thrive 
and proſper ; that its Bounds will be cnlarged, 
and -that it mil become capable of receiving 
greater Numbers into a Convenient and well 
accommodated, not elegant and Sumptuous 
Lodging, An Expenſiye and politely Adorned 
Hoſpital is juſt the ſame, as Rich and Fine 
Cloaths put upon the Back of a Beggar, by 
whole Dreſs, that which was deſigned for the 
neceſſary | Support of other and more FO: is 
too often lefſened and Peryerted. 
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of, Hope are given to the Charitable Man, that 

be ſhall. receive fingular Bleflings even in this 
Life, from the many Promiſes in Scripture made 
do this Grace. Bleſſedare the Merciful, for they 
fall obtain Mercy. Ve that hath a Bountiful 
a Liberal Eye, ball be Bleſſed. For this 
F 3hy hay wh 68 

oory Gall bleſs thee in all thy - 
Works. Dent. 15. And Iſaiah. 58. .1f tba 


Light riſe in Obſcurity, and the Lord ſball guide 
thee continually. Neither are theſe Bleſlings 
confined only to the Righteous Man's Perſo 
but will reach his Poſterity 3 e 


bs Bleſſed. Daun xxxvii. * 


| Wann we as exact in our Obibndden i. in our 
Days as. Dawid was in his Time, I am per- 
ſuaded, We ſhould declare with Him, that We 
had never ſeen the Righteous, or Bountiful Man 
forſaken, nor his Seed begging their Bread, 


© Fr is no uncommon thing to ſce the Fami · 
hes of the Extravagant, and Voluptuous, of 
the Unjuſt and Unmereiful, reduced to a low 
Condition in Life, and their Poſterity almoſt 
wanting 'the Crumbs that fell from their Fa- 


en Table: But Inſtances of this ſhocking 
Nature 
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beim ad it; and He ef Aly him; 6 3 


| This World, but if not always. ir, 2 FR BY 
ner here, yet without Fail in the World' to 


come. T he Delay of it is no Reaſon to di 


truſt the Accompliſhment of the Promiſe ; For 


God is not unrighteous to forget y 9 Wark and 
Labour of Love, which ye hve He ed towards 


His Name, who have ral to the Saints and 


det ado mi Neither will it prove either a 
Diſcoura ragerent or a Diſadvantage to the Righ- 
teous and Merciful Man to have his Reward de- 


_ ferred for a few Years here, Aſſurance being - 


given him, - that, at his leaying this World, he 


ſhall go away into Life Eternal. If then a | 


Exerciſe of this Grace of CHARITY hath, a di 


tinguiſhing Pre-Eminence given to it, among the 


other Virtues required by the Goſpel, and is eſ- 
Pecially conducive to our Everlaſting Welfare, 


our moſt attentive Thoughts, and demand our 
ſtricteſt Care to maintain Good Works, that its 


with Cornelius's que Hee may i had in Remem- 


brance in the Sight of God” l 


To conclude ; You have . ou an 


Opportynity of ſhewing Mercy and Compaſſion, 
not to ane fingle neceſſitous Perſon, not to the 
ſturdy, idle, delten Vagrant, but to an un- 


is it not our trueſt Wiſdom, doth it not deſerve | 
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Hand from commumicating a Share towards l- 


(oth : 


55 ſuch complicated Alliitions?,, 575 17 


"> 51 the more agreeable 'Ar ent, equally- 
4 dar to the generous arid — 
is the pleaſing Comfort our own Hearts will feel : 
8 by giving Affiſtance towards reſtoring the dim- 

dled Husband 4nd Parent to; his diſtreſſed Wife. - 

and Children, ſtruggling hard for a lender Suf- 
tenance, whilſt He wanted Limbs and Strength 

to ſupply it. What Joy will likewiſe ariſe in that 
kind Heart that bath been inftrumental in giying 

Health to the Diſeaſed, Vigour to the Enfechled, 

immediate Repair to thoſe, who ſuffet by ſud- 
den and -unforeſcen. Accidents, enabling them 
not only to procure a Support for chemſelyes 
and Hauſchald, but to become Serviceable 

Members of the Community? Let theſe Re- 
flexions be oſten called to Mind, and 8 
can then be had of your being ready to di 
bute and glad to communicate to ſo uſeful win 
excellent Purpoſes. Above all, be-affured that 

the Time will come, when Tou will know a 

truer Pleaſure and greater Contentment from 
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